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EXTRACT 


From a Sermon occafioned by the death of the Rev. Joun Creave- 
LAND, paftor of a church in Ipfwich, preached to the bereaved peo- 
ple, Fune 2, 799, by the Rev. Evijan Parisu, A.M. paffor of 
the church in Byfield, Maffachufetts. 


S not the fubjeét calculated to afford comfort to mourners, 

contemplating the departure of a chriftian friend ? And does 
not the fubject addrefs itfelf with particular emphafis to this 
affembly ? | 

The faithful hufband, the tender parent, the kind neighbour, 
the laborious minifter, the man of univerfal benevolence, is no 
more. But is it not great, great confolation that we believed, 
and obeyed the gofpel of Jefus Chrift ? 

May not a tranfient recollection of his character revive in 
your minds the delightful impreflion, that his death was pre- 
cious in the fight of God ? 

Could we narrate the actions of his life, they would form the 
higheft eulogy of his charaéter. The man of God, the vener- 
able minifter of Jefus Chrift, whofe departure we mourn, was 
born of very reputable and religious parents, in Canterbury, in 
Connecticut, April 22, 1722. From his childhood exhibiting a 
talte for books, and a contemplative mind, it was early deter- 
mined to give him a public education. Having accomplifhed 
the preparatory ftudies, he entered Yale College A. D. 1741. 
While a member of this inftitution he gave thofe proofs of 
fortitude and daring zeal for God, which prognofticated the 
perfevering faithfulnefs, difpl@yed in his future life. In that 
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period, which is apt to be dazzled with the charms of popular 
applaute, he voluntarily bore the crofs, and fuffered reproach 
for what he conceived the caufe of truth and experimental 
religion. 

Serupulous in his ideas of right and wrong ; ardent in his 
feelings ; daring in his temper ; . he followed the convigtions of 
his own mind, 

Though of a mild fpirit, he was decided in his opinions ; though 
gentle in his manner, he was independent in his conduét. 
Never was he fnared by the fear of man. After being a preacher 
of the goipel about two years, in which time he. gave a 
negative to the call of a church in the capital of this State, he 
was ordained a Minifter of Jefus Chrift in this place A. D. 
1747.—Jlo0 this people he devoted his labours and his life. 
You enjoyed his long, his faithful miniftry. 

That he was a perfon of confummate prudence, of irre- 

proachable conduct, we have ample evidence in the union, 
which has taken place, under his miniftry, between the two 
churches and congregations which now compofe this fociety. At 
firlt he was Miniter of only one of thofe, when, very probably, 
both poffefling the {pirit of the times, might not unjuitly be com- 
pared to two clouds;which at every movement difgorge the thun- 
der, and dart terrific lames. But by. the attractive mfluence of 
him, whofe death we all deplore, the clouds, diflolving, loft 
their awful form, the ftorm was hufhed, the darkneds fled. 
The gentile thower, the peaceful bow fucceeds. 
_ This union under him feems not unnatural, when we recolle& 
his pleafing addrefs, his meeknels of temper, the fuavity of his 
manners, and the uniform propriety of his deportment. His 
life was fuch as carried conviction to every acquaintance, that 
he was a man of unaffected goodne/s. He was remarkably 
devout.—His public prayers were fervent and animating. 
Like Jacob he wrettled for his family, his people, his country, 
the world of mankind. 

He walked with God. He daily converfed with God, as fee- 
ing him, who is invifible-—Particular days he confecrated to 
private fafting and prayer. Divine things were very forcibly 
impréfled on his mind. He was fometimes ready to fay, efpe- 
cially on fome facramental occafions, ‘I defire to depart.’ 
‘Come Lord Jefus.’ 

He was a careful obferver of providences ; viewing every event 
in the divine government as coultituting a necefary part of a 

reat, a glorious. whole.—This belief foothed his mind in the 
darkeft hour. 

The Bible was his conftant companion. , He was a Scribe 


well inftructed in the facred oracles. They feemed to be trea- 
fured 
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fured ip fiig memory ; and with great pertincncy, he applied 
text§ to different characters and cafes. 

A particular and tender affeétion he had for his Brethren in 
the miniftry. With the moft cordial hofpitality he welcomed 
them to his dwelling. Moft punétual in a// his engagements, 
nothing but neceflity could prevent his being with them at their 
ftated meetings. And rarely did he retire from their fociety 
without giving a.word of timely in{truction, of pious advice, of 
paternal admonitiom 

Active and enterprizing, he repeatedly left the filence of his 
ftudy for the din of war; the joys of domeftic peace, for the 
dangers of the bloody field.—Four years of his life, as Chaplain 
of her forces, were devoted to his country. 

The waters of Champlain, the rocks of Cape Breton, the fields 
of Cambridge, apd the banks of Hudfon, liftened to the fervour 
of his addrefles. 

Though he rigidly reproved profanity and vice of every kind, 
fuch was the mildnefs of his manuer, that he feldom or never 
gave offence. 

To him another fpecies of warfare was ftill more familiar. 
For a great part of his life he was frequently engaged in po- 
lemic difputes. He was wont to contend for what he believed 
‘the taith delivered to the faints.’ But this did not in the 
leaft four his temper, ruffle his fpirit, or excite that afperity, 
which is too frequently the effe& of religious controverly. 
Charity was a prominent feature of his chara¢ter. 

Asa minifter he was laborious and fuccefsfui ; never fpar- 
ing himfelf when duty called to action. Zealous in his religious 
performances, he was apparently the mean of awakening and 
comforting many. A fon of thunder to the wicked, an angel of 
confolation to the pious, he faw much fruit of his inltruétions, 

One period of folemnity was remarkable. ‘The word of the 
Lord was powerful. In a fhort time a goodly number, a cloud 
of witnefles, was added to the church,* who were their paflor’s 
comfort while living, and, we trult, will be his crown of rejoice 
ing at the great day. 

An impaflioned lover of his country, he viewed with horror 
the diforganizers of the world. With facred indignation he 
contemplated thofe who defend or apologize for their condu&, 

To one, who vifited him a few days before he left the world, 
in his energetic ftyle, he remarked, that * he fpirit of illumina- 
tifm was the effence of hell. At the fame time he declared his 
confidence that they, and all other enemies of Chrillianity, would 
be defeated, that the friends of God and truth would triumph. 

In the domeftic circle he was endearing. With the compan. 

‘ ions 


* Jn Jjix months about an hundred were added to his church, 
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ions of his youth, and the worthy Confort who clofed his eyes, 
he lived in the moft endearing harmony. To lofe fucha friend, 
hufband and Minifter, is diltrefling. It would be more than 
infenfibility nor to mourn. For a friend, like him, ‘ Jefus 
wept.’ 

But is it no caufe of thankfulnefs that fuch a bleffing has been 
fo long enjoyed ? Has not fuch a perfon been highly favoured of 
the Lord? The tears of grief are wiped away by the fpirit of 
gratitude. Thofe circumitances, which enhance the lofs, heal 
or footh the bleeding heart. 

As a father, tender and indulgent, he carefully inftruéted his 
offspring in the great doctrines and duties of Chriftianity. By his 
example and precept he taught them to be ufeful, to be happy 
and refpectable here, and blefled hereafter. He commanded 
their affection and perfect efteem. He reigned in their hearts. 

His laft ficknefs was fhort and violent. He was apprehen- 
five of the iflue, and refigned to the event. He died as he had 
lived. His converfation with his family and friends, who vif- 
ited him, was inftructive and folemn. He often joined with 
them in focial prayer. 

He faid he knew that his Redeemer lived. Undaunted he 
met the king of terrors. Calmly he faw the laft fand of life 
falling ; calmly he bid adieu to mortal things. On Monday, 
April 22, 1799, he fell afleep in Jefus. His end was peace. 

In his life and his death he exhibited the divine excellence 
of the Chriftian religion. 

This is a faint fketch of the character whofe departure has 
diffufed grief and mourning through this aflembly, and is a 
lofs to the world. To us all he was a father and a friend. 

And can his flock and people need to be exhorted to remem- 
ber his inftructions, to follow his example, to prepare to meet 
him at the bar of Chrift ? 

Did he not affectionately and conflantly urge and admonifh 
you to ** make your calling and election fure ?” In public and 
in private did he not faithfully plead for God? Did not your 
falvation appear to be his ferious, his great concern ? 

If he be permitted to intereft himfelf in our folemnities this 
day, is he not defirous that his dear people fhould be warned 
to flee from the wrath, coming upon wicked men ? 

Were he to leave the realms of glory—were he once more to 
addrefs this congregation, would he not unfold the everlafting 
importance of falvation ? 

Would he not with all the eloquence of heaven, roufe your 
minds to work out your falvation with fear and trembling? 

In what melting, moving ftrains would he cry, “Oh my 
people, my people, prepare to meet thy God. Seek the Lord while 
he may be found, call upon him while he is near. Call on the 
name 
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name of the Lord and thou fhalt be faved. Awake thou that 
fleepeft, and Chrift fhall give thee light. It isa fearful thing 
to fall into the hands of the living God. Now is the accepted 
time, now is the day of falvation—to-day if ye will hear his 
voice, harden not your hearts.” 

















THE WICKED DISPLEASED WITH THE GOSPEL. 
{Continued from p. 101.) 


AVING attempted to prove, that the wicked, or mankind 
in an impenitent ftate, are exceedingly difpleafed with 
and oppofed to the gofpel of Chrift, or the religion of the Bi- 
ble, we proceed, as was propofed, to inquire into the grounds, 
or reafons of it. . 
For the fake of perfpicuity, we premife, that the reafon, 
why mankind are thus difpleafed with the gofpel, is not be- 
caufe it contains a dangerous, bad fyitem of doétrines and pre- 
cepts, which, when reduced to practice, become injurious to 
fociety. The gofpel no where licences thofe feelings and prac- 
tices which injure the property, reputation or perfons of men. 
It gives to no individual, to no number of individuals, however 
combined, liberty to invade the rights and privileges of others. 
Do you recognize a fingle precept in the gofpel, in conforming 
to which you would be led to aét from malicious principles, and 
to injure your fellow-men? Suffer me to ftate the following 
cafe. Did you know that a number of your neareft neigh- 
bours would, from this moment, through the remaining part 
of life, perfectly conform, in all their feelings and condu@, to- 
wards you and every other being in the univerfe, to the direc- 
tions of the gofpel, would the confideration fill you with fear 
and trembling ? Should you be afraid to live in the vicinity of 
fuch people, left you fhould be fubjected to great and repeated 
injuries from them? Should you more cautioufly fecure your 
property, left they fhould plunder or deftroy it, when no hu- 
man eye was fixed upon them? Should you be afraid to walk 
before their houfes, or affociate with them, in the filent hours 
of darknefs, left they fhould rob, or affaffinate you? Should you 
fear, left the influence of the gofpel on their minds would divett 
them of all humane, fympathetic, generous, friendly, pacific, 
benevolent feelings, and render them intolerably morofe, un- 
feeling, contentious, felfifh, and revengeful ? Should you feel 
more fafe were you furrounded by neighbours who openly reject- 
ed the gofpel, and defpifed and ridiculed conformity to its pre- 
cepts? To whom would you commit your untold treafures, 
Were you under the neceflity of making fuch a depofit?) Would 
you 
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you prefer an avowed infidel to the man, who gives you evi- 
ore that he is a Chrifian, not merely in profeffion but in reality ? 
O. 

Every perfon, who has read the Bible with any degree of at- 
tention, knows, that his juft rights and privileges would never 
be injured by his fellow-men, thould they univerfally, and in- 
variably, conform to its directions. Such conformity, it cannot 
be denied, inftead of injuring, would eminently promote the 
highelt good of fociety. Should it but obtain, each would 
enjoy the moft ravifhing internal peace and tranquillity, and 
the whole would be cemented in bonds of indiffoluble harmony 
and affection. An end would be put to pride, avarice, jealoufy, 
malice and revenge ; indeed, with the perfeétion of Chriftian- 
ity, as above mentioned, the whole catalogue of malignant 
pafigins would be exterminated from the heart ; and with thefe 
anarchy and confufion, tyranny and oppreflion, war and blood- 
fhed would ceafe. Man would no longer be the enemy of 
man. Each would do by his neighbour, as he would that his 
neighbour fhould do by him under a change of circumftances, 
and our now wretched world would become a bright emblem 
of the paradife above. The great thing, which the gofpel requires 
of mankind, is a temper of heart in unifon with that, by which 
the heavenly world is governed. Should this temper univerfally 
prevail on earth, agreeably to the requirements of the goipel, 
injuries of every name and nature would ceafe. Human laws 
would be rendered unneceflary, and locks and keys, bars and 
bolts, prifons, whipping-potts, gibbets and cuilotines would be 
ufelefs things. Hence the reafon, why mankind diilike the gof- 
pel, is not becaufe it is a dangerous, bad fyftem, which would 
be injurious to them, if reduced to prattice. It has for its ulti- 
mate end the glory of God and the higheft good of the moral 
fyftem, and will infallibly fecure the everlafting happinefs of 
all who conform to it. What then can be the reafon why 
mankind are fo much difpleafed with, and opy ofed to the gofpel ? 

One reafon, and that which compriies all others, is this, 
the gofpel condemns that temper of heart and thofe praétices 
with which they are fupremely pleafed. The temper of men, 
by nature, is totally felfifh, and all their praétices are perfectly 
correfpondent. ‘The language of the impenitent heart is this, 
« My own individual happinefs is of unfpeakable importance. 
It is of far greater importance than the happinefs of any, or all 
other beings in the univerfe. This being the cafe, I ought not 
to facrifice my happinefs for the happinefs of others. It bee 
comes me to look at home and take care of myfelf. My own 
happinefs ought to be the higheft obje& of my purfuit, and every 
being and event in the univerfe ought to be fubordinated to it. 


It is fit and fuitable, that I fhould be gratified, in every 2 
that 
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that I choofe. If I have any dealings with my neighbours, it is 
proper that I fhould have the advantage. ‘They ought never 
to injure me, but their intereft ought to fubferve mine. My 
own pleafure is the law by which | ought to be governed, and 
to which others ought to conform without a moment’s hefitation. 
And fince I take more fatisfaction in purfuing after the riches, 
honours, and pleafures of this world, than in the practice of that 
love to God and men which the gofpel requires, it is fit and 
fuitable that 1 fhould negleét the latter and devote myielf to 
the former. And it would be utterly wrong in Deity to punifh 
me for fuch conduct. Indeed he has no right to call me to an 
account for acting agreeably to my own feelings.” Such is 
the language of the proud, felfifh heart of man, in its impeni- 
tent ftate. It feels independent, and fpurns the idea of ac- 
countability. | 

I do not fay that this is the language of reafon and confcience. 
Itis not. They arein direct oppofition to the heart. Reafon 
and confcience, when fuitably enlightened, never fail to con- 
demn that temper of mind by which the impenitent are govern- 
ed. Were not confcience oppofed to the temper of the heart, 
mankind would be perfec ftrangers to remorfe and {felf-con- 
demnation. But confcience, as before obferved, when properly 
enlightened, always condemns that temper of mind by which 
the impenitent are governed. Hence we account for their dif- 
trefs and anguifh under conviction. While in a ftate of carnal 
fecurity, they experience no particular remorfe and anguifh, on 
account of their fins. ‘They are infenfible of their criminality 
and the tremendous confeauences with which fin is connected. 
But the moment they are aroufed from this awful lethargy, 
and confcience awakened to a faithful performance of its office, 
they feel themfelves deferving of and condemned to everlattin 
punifhment. ‘This conviction and condemnation defpoil them 
of all their finful mirth and pleafure, and fpread a univerfal 
gloom over the face of nature. They have no reft day nor 
night. In this fituation, their hearts, being unreconciled to the 
ways of God, ftrenuoufly oppofe the voice of confcience, refift 
the ftrivings of the Spirit, and do all in their power to rid them- 
felves of conviction and regain their former infenfibility. The 
light of conviction is vainfal, becaufe it unmafks and condemns 
their hearts, and thofe purfuits with which they are fupremely 
pleafed. To the wicked reproof is always painful. And what 
renders it fo, is the felf-condemnation with which itis attended. 
Hence our Lord obferved, “* Every one that doeth evil hateth 
the light, neither cometh to the light, left his deeds fhould be 
teproved.” He is difpleafed with, and oppofed to every thing 
which condemns him. Thefe obfervations teach us why the 
wicked are difpleafed with and oppofed to the gofpel. Since they 
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are under the entire dominion and influence of felfifhnefs, the 
gofpel condemns every feeling of their hearts, and every action 
of their lives, and reprefents God as perfectly difpleafed with, 
and unalterably determined to difappoint and punifh them, if 
they remain attached to fuch a bafe, unreafonable, and deftruc- 
tive principle. 

By felfithnefs we do not mean a regard to our own higheft hap- 
pinefs, including the whole period of our exiftence. That plea- 
fure which refults from the happinefs of others, or whofe origin is 
public felicity, can never be too much fought by any rational 
creature. ‘The man, who has a temper of heart prepared to 
take fupreme delight in the promotion of the higheft good of 
the moral fy{tem, cannot eventually be difappointed and mifer- 
able. He mutt either lofe this temper, or the public good 
mutt fuffer, in order to his final mifery. But as neither of 
thefe, under the adminiftration of Jehovah, will take place, his 
happinefs is fecure. But the man who derives all his happinefs 
from worldly, fenfual fources, or from the gratification of thofe 
appetites, paflions, and defires, whofe indulgence is fo far from 
depending on the promotion of the general good, that the lat- 
ter muft eventually prevent the former, is under the influence 
of that felfifhnefs which the gofpel condemns, and mutt in the 
end be awfully difappointed. This is, and will be, the cafe 
with the wicked. They derive their happinefs folely from this 
world. They are under the influence of thofe appetites and 
paffions which worldly, fenfual objects only can gratify. Hence 
their happinefs cannot outlive their feparation from the prefent 
ftate of things. There is not a fingle object in the eternal 
world fuited to gratify their unholy propenfities. Nor will it 
be poflible for them to experience the leaft gratification there, 
unlefs they obtain, while in the prefent ftate, that temper 
which the gofpel requires. But would we obtain that temper, 
we muft renounce our attachment to earthly things. We mutt 
deny all ungodlinefs and every worldly luft. We muft mortify 
our members which are upon the earth. In a word, we mult 
entirely abandon the caufe of felfifhnefs, and in no inftance 
whatever make our own private, feparate happinefs the ultimate 
object of our purfuit. Inftead of this, we muft be governed by 
that principle of benevolence, which, in the language of the 
apottle, “ feeketh not its own.” The man, who is governed 
by this noble principle, derives sis happinefs from the happinefs 
of others. ‘l'o fee the honour and glory of God, and the good 
of the moral fy{tem advanced to the higheft degree, affords him 
fupreme delight. His regard for the happinefs of the univerfe 
is fuch, that he is willing to be any where, and to do any thing 
in his power which will promote it. we, 
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The happinefs of the angels, undoubtedly, confifts in feeing 
God glorified and the higheft poffible good of the intelligent 
fyftem promoted. This is the only intereft to which they have 
any real attachment. Their whole fouls are abforbed in it. 
This alfo conftitutes thé moft important intereft of every good 
man onearth. Itis the great object, the advancement of 
which he is feeking. In the exercife of the chriftian temper, he 
is willing to deny himfelf of every thing which ftands oppofed 
to this great and glorious intereft. This is the very temper 
which the gofpel requires all men to poflefs. Inftead of fubor- 
dinating the good of the univerfe to their own private, feparate 
intereft, they fhould always fubordinate the latter to the former. 
Such a temper of heart is indifpenfably neceflary to the enjoy- 
ment of heaven. But becaufe the gofpel requires fuch a tem- 
per, and condemns every thing which is incompatible with it, 
the wicked diflike and oppofe it. Nor is it ftrange that they do, 
for there is not a fingle thing in the gofpel calculated to gratify 
a proud, felfifh heart. To fuch it never prophefies good, but 
the greateft poflible evil. “ Wo tothe wicked, it fhall be ill 
with him!” The wicked man might as well be happy in 
heaven with his prefent temper of mind, as be pleafed with the 
gofpel. As there is nothing in heaven fuited to gratify the 
tafte and relifh of a felfifh heart ; neither is there any thing in 
the gofpel, when rightly underftood, fuited to gratify fuch a 
heart. If the wicked fuppofe themfelves pleafed with the gof- 
pel, they are under awful felf-deception arid delufion. Not- 
withftanding their reafon and confcience teftify, that the gofpel 
is true and worthy of approbation, their hearts fay it is falfe 
and hateful. And fince mankind are not governed by reafon, 
but by their dearts, or, in other words, by the tafe, or temper of 
their minds, it is not ftrange that fo many explicitly deny the din 
vinity of the gofpel,and reprefent it asa cunningly devifed fable, 
We are always unwilling to credit news which is difagreeable 
to our feelings ; and which, if true, mult operate much to our 
difadvantage. It is fo in the cafe before us. If the golprel is 
true, the fituation of the wicked is deplorable beyond defcrip- 
tion. Being earthly, fenfual, felfifh, enemies to God and to 
all righteouinefs, they are totally unqualified to participate jy 
the joys and employments of holy beings, and every mome nt 
liable to be feparated from thofe objeé&s to which they are {y- 
premely attached, which are the only fources of their happin efs 
and to be engulfed in the lake of unquenchable fire. Nor uh 
they poflibly efcape thefe evils but by the moft ingenuous for- 
‘row for their paft offences, deep humility and felf abafev rent, 


and a thorough reformation of heart and life. But heavy en on 


thefe felf-denying, humiliating terms, is to the wicked more 
dreadful than the deepeft hell.. They had rather be dayaned in 
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138 On Fashionable Amusements. 
their fins, than faved from them. Like the rich young man in 
the gofpel, they had rather part with Chrift than renounce their 
attachment to the world. 

That the gofpel ever was reje&ted for want of evidence to 
prove its divinity, is an idea totally inadmiffible. This is not 
the origin of infidelity. Did the gofpel givelicence to finful grat- 
ification, and promife the patrons of vice everlafting happinefs, 
were the evidence in favour of its veracity but the one half as 
great as it now is, it would inftantly be embraced by thofe who 
have hitherto rejected it. It is rejeéted not for want of evi- 
dence to prove its divine original ; but becaufe it isfo pure and 
holy. Its precepts are totally incompatible with the fenfuality, 
pride and felfifhnefs of human nature. MHence it has been the 
object of the wicked in every age, who have not become fo 
impatient of its reftraints as openly to reject it, to explain a- 
way its moft diftinguifhing doétrines, and conftrue the whole in 
a way confiftent with a refined fyftem of felfifhnefs. Hence 
they are enraptured with thofe preachers of religion, who never 
fay any thing to difturb their drowfy confciences, but prophefy 
fmooth things, and daub with untempered mortar. The Jews 
were not the only nation of whom it might be faid, ‘ This is 
a rebellious people ; lying children; children that will not hear 
the law of the Lord ; which fay to the feers, See not, and to 
the prophets, Prophefy not unto us right things, {peak unto us 
fmooth things, prophefy deceits.”” This difpofition is chara¢ter- 
iftic of the human heart in its impenitent, unregenerate ftate. 

[ To be continued. } 
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LETTER III. 
DEAR SISTER, 

a HE numberlefs fchemes of religion in vogue through- 
out the world,” fay fome, “ render it impoflible for us 

to know, what is right and what is wrong, what is truth and 
what is falfehood.” But fuch a fentiment is unworthy a rea- 
fonable creature, and repugnant to the goodnefs of God. Our 
Creator has been pleafed to endow us with reafon and con- 
{cience, that we may difcover the truth, and feel our obligation 
toloveit. He has given us a revelation of his will, “ — 
ight 
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light to our feet, and a lamp to our path.” With thefe advan- 
tages it demonftrates deep depravity to complain of uncertainty 
in matters of faith and pradtice. Thefe doubts generally arife 
from idlenefs, prejudice, or an unwillingnefs to admit the truth. 
The voice of. truth is unpleafant to the ears of the wicked. 
The fentence of the judge is difagreeable to the convicted cul- 
prit. When paffion craves cadens the underftanding is 
often made to affent to its imperious mandates. 

The young and gay, fanguine in the career of pleafure, en- 
deavour to juftify their conduct. ‘“ We would abandon any 
conduct, which is unbecoming. We would do injuftice to 
none. A little innocent amufement furely does not indicate 
a wicked heart. We intend to reform our levity, and become 
ferious at a proper time. We hope the follies of our youth 
will be pardoned, and we confidered good Chriftians.” I 
do not. pretend, that thefe are your fentiments ; though your 
unwillingnefs to fee the impropriety of balls, &c. induces me 
to fuppofe, that your views of Chriftianity are very incorrect ; 
and, unlefs they are altered, I am perfuaded, they will be of no 
advantage to you; but, on the contrary, will increafe your 
guilt and mifery. 

In my laft, I endeavoured to fhow the futility of what you 
call the arguments in favour of Polite Amufements. How 
well I fucceeded, mutft be left with you to determine. I had 
not time to attend to all the particulars, which you thought 
proper to urge. Thofe were chofen, upon which you feem 
moftly to rely, and which are moft frequently adduced. 

I fhall now attempt to fhow the impropriety of fuch amufe- 
ments, as gratify the thoughtlefs world. You believe, that the 
heart of the fons of men 1s fully fet in them to do evil. It is 
fafe to conclude then, that any thing morally agreeable to 
their natural difpofition is wrong. ‘To fuppofe, that a heart, 
entirely wicked, ever loves what is morally good or holy, is as 
abfurd, as to fuppofe, that we can love and hate the fame ob- 
ject in the fame refpect, and at the fame time. For wickednefs 
confifts in loving what is wrong. And the imagination of 
man’s heart could not be: on/y and continually evil, if holinefs 
were at any time agreeable to him. The amufements, which 
you advocate, are pleafing to the moft abandoned finners, 
They gratify the openly vicious and profane. Thefe charac- 
ters feek nothing worfe, than felf-gratification. Now if your 
motive be the fame with theirs, your conduét muft be unjuftifi- 
able. 

Confcience, if we properly attend to its dictates, will tell us, 
that it is wrong to act from a motive, inferior to the higheft. 
And fcripture informs us, what that motive is. “ Thou fhalt 
love the Lord thy God with a// thy heart, with al/ thy foul, 
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and with a// thy mind. Whether ye eat or drink, or whatever 
ye do, do al/ to the glory of God.’”? We are commanded to do 
all things deartily as unto the Lord. But it is never pretended, 
that amufements are purfued for this end. All are ready to 
allow, that they are purfued for felf-gratification. Hence it 
uadeniably follows, that they are unlawful. God no where 
requires balls and promifcuous dances. 

Various paflages of fcripture plainly fhow the unlawfulnefs 
of the amufements now under confideration. Jn the 13th 
chap. of Romans, the apoftle fays, “ Let us caft off the works 
of darknefs, and let us put on the armour of light.” In ex. 
plaining the parable of the feed, which fell among thorns, 
Luke 8th, Chrift fays, “ And that which fell among thorns, 
are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and are 
choaked with the cares, and riches, and pleafures of this life.” 
And Solomon fays, “ the heart of fools is in the houfe of mirth.” 

The nature and requirements of the religion of Chrift make 
it evident, beyond all reafonable doubt, that worldly pleafure 
is unlawful. It is our indifpenfable duty to become the difci- 
ples of Chrift. But in order to this, we muft facrifice all our 
felfifh, worldly defires. ‘ And he faid unto them all, if any 
man will corre after me, let him deny him/felf, and take up his 
crofs daily, and follow me.” No man can ferve two matters. 
Ye cannot ferve God and mammon.” Believe me, Eufebia, 
religion is of fuch a nature, as to engage the whole foul. Here 
is no room for a divided opinion and praéttice. If you obey 
Chrift, you muft oppofe the world. If you love holinefs, you 
mutt hate fin. If you efteem the reproaches of Chrift greater 

riches, than the vanities of this world, renounce the trifling 
amufements of the young, not almoft, but altogether. 

Religion is compared with a race, a warfare. “ Put on the 
whole armour of God.” ‘What I fay unto you, I fay unto 

all, watch.” Chriftians are required to exercife the utmoft 

care and watchfulnefs over their hearts and lives. ‘ Watch 
and pray, that ye enter not into temptation.’” Scenes 
of amufement abound with various temptations to fin. Eve- 
ry idle word, and every unlawful defire are forbidden ; and it 
js moft certainly our duty to avoid all occafions of evil. 

The world is reprefented as hating and perfecuting Chriftians. 
“ He, that will live godly in Chrift Jefus, fhall fuffer perfecu- 
tion.” But were it lawful for Chriftians to partake of the 
amufements of the world, they would never be perfecuted. 
Then would the offence of the crofs ceafe. Chriftians are 
therefore under obligations to live in fuch a manner, as will 
yncur the odium and reproach of unbelievers. 

By joining with your young companions in amufements, 
you are inftrumental of hardening their hearts, of a. 
r them 
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them more thoughtlefs,-and of rendering it more unlikely, 
that they will ever turn from their evil ways. Will you, for 
the vain, unfatisfactory pleafure of a few hours, dare to in- 
creafe the guilt, and aggravate the condemnation of your fel- 
low finners? I have but juft time to fuggeft thefe particulars. 
Confider the infinite difproportion between time and eternity. 
Confider the natural tendency, and the common effects of 
amufements. They naturally tend to promote idlenefs, luxury 
and debauchery. They are directly oppofed to the fpirit of 
the gofpel. If you really defire to know the truth, a proper 
attention to thefe things will, I am perfuaded, convince your 
doubting mind. 
That we may be able to believe like Chriftians, to live like 
Chriftians, and to die like Chriftians, is the prayer of 
ADELPHUS, 


N. B. Who are the leading charaders of balls and affemblies and 
promifcuous dances of the fexes? Are they devout and praying Chrif- 
tians ? Who prefides at thefe jovial interviews ? Chrift or the prince 
of this world ? Were you, Eufebia, on your death-bed, would you fend 
for your affociates at balls to pray with you, or for devout Chriftians, 
who difapprove promifcuous dances ? Who are the apparent candidates 
for heaven, thofe who excel in dancing, or thofe who excel in praying ? 
Can you go into your clofet previoufly to a dance, and on your knees 
beg God to give you and the company a devout dance? If not, never, 
never go to a dance again. For we ought never to engage in diver- 
frons which God has not inftituted, and on which we cannot confiftently 
and in a holy manner afk his blefing. O, Eufebia, “in all thy ways 
acknowledge God, and he will direé thy paths.” But if you forget 
him, he will forfake you. 

(To be continued.) 
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From PASCAL to FULIA. 


LETTER XVIII. 
MY DEAR JULIA, 

HE ftate of which you now complain, is, I acknowledge, 
much worfe than the former. To be fottifhly ftupid 
without any fenfe of God, and divine things, to be callous to the 
elaims of duty, realizing fcarcely at all the lofs which follows 
diftance from God, or the criminality of fin ; though it cannot 
be fo diftreffing, as diftrefs fuppofes perceptible feeling, is yet 
much more to be deprecatedthan pungent grief. I did hope that 
you 
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you would not be the fubjeé of this greateft of allevils. And 
yet, why fhould I hope fo, when it is fo far from being uncom. 
mon? The conclufion from this is not to be readily admitted 
that you have no religion. But how fhall I apologize for 
ftupidity ? One knows not how to treat it with much gentlenefs, 
Who can be reconciled to the thought, that any real Chriftian, 
who has tafted that the Lord is gracious, feen {fpiritually the 
glory of the dear Immanuel, and vowed, by the moft folemn 
ublic as well as private engagements, perpetual allegiance to 
fim, fhould fink into an unfeeling and ftupid ftate of mind ? 
Of all other things it is the moft difgufting. It is abfolutely- 
horrible. Such a reverfe of what we ought to be, of what 
Chrift and his apoftles were ; of what the precepts and honour 
of Chriftianity demand, is hardly fupportable. In you, fa 
voured as you have been with the blefling of a ftrong hope, it 
is peculiarly inexcufable. How can I forgive you, how can 
you forgive yourfelf, that you thus requite the Lord for all his 
kindnefs ? If any creatures in the univerfe ought to be feelingly 
alive, prompt at every call of duty, ready to every good work, 
replenifhed veflels of love, the difciples of Jefus Chrift ought 
to be fo. Infenfibility is perfectly incongruous to their profef- 
fions, and their hopes. In vain do we look for religion any 
where but in feeling, and in the fpontaneous expreflions of it. 
Holy feeling conftitutes the life and happinefs of the heavenly 
world. Without it that blifsful region would be nothing but 
a joylefs wafte. When Chriftians meet each other without the 
glow of affection, they meet and part as ftrangers. When they 
worfhip together, or in fecret, in this ftate, it is almoft with the 
dulnefs of the mere formalift. Religion gets little honour from 
them while in fucha frame. Their light does not fhine. Their 
aid to others is fo feeble, that they almoft injure the caufe they 
feem to befriend. Love is the only ligament of minds. This 
muft unite, or they are afunder. With refpe& to unfanétified 
perfons, the influence of this infenfibility is pernicious. Con- 
viction of the truth and of the reality of religion, wear off 
from the hearts of worldly men when they fee profeffors as in- 
different to its real interefts as they are. And {fo we fhall ap- 
pear to them in proportion as infenfibility creeps upon us. Sin- 
ners know that the Chriftian is reprefented in the {criptures asa 
living, feeling, active charaéter ; prefling on continually to- 
wards the mark for the prize of his high calling in Chrift, and 
difcern readily that tacit denial which is given to thefe repre- 
fentations in the indifferency of the profeflor. O how ungrate- 
fully do we treat our blefled Lord! How do we undervalue 
the unlimited riches of his falvation, when lukewarmnefs befots 
us? Awake, I befeech you, my dear filter, out of this lethargy. 
‘Shake yourfelf from the duft, O captive daughter of Zion; and 
be 
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be thou like a roe, or a young hart upon the mountains of Be- 
ther. Say, “I will arife and go about the city in the flreets; and 
in the broad ways I will feek him whom my foul loveth.” Cry, 
«¢ Draw me, I will run after thee.”” ‘The addrefs of our dear. 
eft Lord is, ‘ Behold, I ftand at the door, and knock ; if any 
man open the door I will come in to him, and fup with him, and 
he with me.”’ The difficulty is, you have fhut this beft of 
friends out of your heart. You have flighted his company. 
You have refigned yourfelf to fome fort of fpiritual adultery. 
This vile commerce, though it be internal only, muft be aban- 
doned. Return with weeping and mourning to Chri. What, 
Julia ftupid! Julia! fhe who began fo well, who promifed fo 
much, who has gained the efteem of her chriftian friends by the 
lovely vigour of her piety ; lately the blooming flower, now 
the winter bitten, leaflefs fhrub? What! fo ftupid, by your 
own confeflion, as, through mere coldnefs and indifferency, to 
omit the ordinary exercifes of fecret prayer! What, turn away 
from God, from Chrift, from all holy objeéts! Put religion 
afide as a matter of mere occafion ! Is this worthy of a difciple 
of Chrift ? Is this to grow and flourifh like a cedar of Lebanon ? 
Is this to arife, and trim your lamp? I tremble for you, my 
fitter. O how fhocking it would be if Julia fhould be found at 
laft a poor Chriftlefs finner ; and be mingled with all the ene- 
mies of God in hopelefs ruin! Hoping to hear better things of 
you, and that you and your Redeemer have had a pleafant 
meeting, I remain with great concern for you, Yours, &c. 








LETTER XIX. 


NAY, Julia, I did not mean “to plant daggers in your 
heart.” I meant to reprove you: for ftupidity deferves it. 
I love you too well to fuffer you to remain unfeeling to the in- 
finite objects of your religious concern. Yet for worlds I 
would not drive you to defpair. Perhaps you have taken more 
of reproof than my words were defigned to convey. But in 
faé I wifh you to take a pretty large fhare. Surely it is very 
imprudent, it is quite afide from the path of duty, to negle& 
prayer becaufe we feel comparatively dull. This is too qua- 
kerifh. Is this the alternative to get rid of dulnefs? Are we 
to expect to be freed from our ftupidity in the negleé& of duty ? 
Is not flight to God in importunate prayer, the ready way to 
recover our fenfibility ? Have we forgot the promife, “they 
that wait upon the Lord fhall renew their ftrength, they fhall 
mount up with wings as eagles, they fhall run and not be weary, 
and they fhall walk and not faint 2’ Yet I did not intend to 
reduce you to the conclufion, that you have no religion. You 
ought not to abandon your hope from any thing I have faid, or 

from 
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from any thing in your circumftances. If your ftupidity gave 
you no degree of uneafinefs, I fhould indeed be terrified refpeét- 
ing you. Butit isin fome degree at leaft your burden. It is 
your burden becaufe of its inherent bafenefs ; becaufe it involves 
fo much the abfence of the lovely fenfibilities of religion. This 
implies that you have fome right feelings. Do not then utterly 
defpond. If I have fmitten you, it is poffible it may be found 
as an excellent oil. Thefe forrows I truft will have anend. I 
will not ceafe to pray for you, and you fhall hear from me 
fhortly. With unabating tendernefs, I am yours, &c. 
(To be continued.) 
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To THe Epitors oF THE M. Missionary MaGaAziaet 
Reverenpn GENTLEMEN, 

THE following letter on the death of an orthodox, promifing 
young Preacher, was addreffed to his bereaved mother by a Lady, whe 
had never feen her, but indulged peculiar friendfbip for her fon. Al- 
though it was evidently written without any profped of publication, it 
may, perhaps, be not the le/s ufeful in print on this account. I have 
leave to fubmit it to your perufal and ufe. Yours, Sc. 

A. R. 





—_ 





——, March rft, 1804. 

DEAR MADAM, ) 
E are called to meet many providential difappointments, 
\ \ which are truly fevere. We cannot at prefent fee why 
things take place juft as they do; but of this we may be affur- 
ed, that he who fuperintends all things is God, and that he 
ordereth every event, and difpofeth of every creature and thing 
in the wifeft and beft manner. He worketh all things accord- 
ing to the counfel of his own will. Hes infinite in wifdom and 
power, doing whatfoever he pleafeth in heaven and on earth. 
A right confideration of this tends to lead us to the moft hum- 
bling views of ourfelves as entirely dependent on God in eve- 
ry refpect, and as nothing and lefs than nothing in compari- 
fon with him. Here we may fee the neceflity of being recon- 
ciled to God in order for happinefs even in this life. Thofe, 
who are truly reconciled to his fovereign will, are the only 
happy perfons on earth. They can acquiefce in full affurance, 
that whatever he permits, however dark and myfterious at pre- 
fent, is on the whole wifeft and beft. In the foreft and moft 
trying afflictions they will not defpife his chaftenings, nor faint 
when he rebukes them. When he takes from them their dear- 
eft friends and moft intimate connexions, they will acknowledge 
his juftice, and fay (at leaft in their hearts) let him do what 
feemeth 
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feemeth him good; he gave and he hath taken away, and 
bleffed be his name. 

This, dear Madam, you are taught by fcripture and experience, 
The hand of God has touched you in a peculiarly trying man- 
ner. With a blow he has deitroyed your expectation, and 
{tripped you of one near and dear. Your lofs is weighty, but 
mourners mutt be ftill. Be not too much caft down, for God 
has done it; that Being, whom you profefs to love, and who 
is better than fons and daughters, has feen fit to take him awayx 
Say it is well; though he deftroy the hope of man, he will not 
do wickedly. Darknefs for a moment may be his pavilion, yet 
all is bright and glorious around him. But he did not take 
him away, as we have reafon to believe, before he was prepared 
to‘join the fociety of angels and the fpirits of juft men made 
perfect. His wotk was finifhed. Earth could keep him no 
longer. We hope that he is called to heaven, far from the 
reach of the painful figh, the tear of bereavement and the ago- 
nies of death. His reflignation to Providence, his willingnefs 
to give up his earthly all and to have the deareft ties diflolved, 
his defires after God in Chrift, and thofe immortal pleafures, 
which flow at his right hand, his brokennefs of heart for fin, his 
admiration of fovereign grace, and his readinefs to lay down 
his life for the fake ot Chrift and his religion, give fuch evi- 
dence of his preparedneds for thofe blefied manfions of glory, 
which are kept for the righteous, as mutt confole fainting 
mourners and raife their hearts in new acclamations of praiie 
to Him, who has fo much compaflion on a fallen, guilty race, 
as (at leaft) to fave fome. This may encourage the Chriitian to 
perfevere in holinefs ; and likewife convince the finner that 
nothing but pure religion will fupport the foul in the laft mo- 
ments of nature. 

The memory of the juft, oh! how bleffed. It brightens 
when they leave us, and gives confolation though we fee them 
nomore. Ai friend is dead, but we have reafon to believe that 
he /ives, that he now lives in that exalted fate, where the em. 
ployment of every inhabitant is noble and bleffed. Why, then, 
do our hearts bleed with forrow and our eyes flow with teers ? 
Chrift faid to his difciples a little before his death, “ If ye loy- 
ed me, ye would rejoice becaufe I go unto the Father.” And 
can we not rejoice, when a faint is gone to be with Chrift and 
the Father, where he is unfpeakably more happy than we can 
poflibly imagine ? Alas! fuch are we, while in this imperfeé 
ftate, we fee fo little of the perfections of God, that when aflault- 
ed with fore and trying afflictions, inftead of confidering that al] 
things fhall work together for the glory of God and the good 
of thofe who love him, we are apt to turn to ourfelves and fay, 
All thefe things are againft us. It is neceflary that we have a 
No. 4. Vol. II. S tender 
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tender fenfe of God’s afflicting hand. We muft neither defpife 
the rod nor faint under it. Whom the Lord loveth he chaften- 
eth, and fcourgeth every one, whom he receiveth. 

You, perhaps, wonder why a ftranger fhould trouble you 
with a fcrawl; but, dear Madam, permit me to tell you, that 
though I am a ftranger to your perion, I am not to your char- 
acter. Ihave fo often heard of your faith in Chrift and your 
benevolence and charity to the needy and afflicted, that I ad- 
mire and love you. I fhall never forget you. I have a partic- 
ular reipect for your family. May the Lord profper them 
and {pare them to you for a bleffing. 

May this find you enjoying every bleffing, that can be con- 
ducive to your prefent and future happinefs. 1 fhould be high- 
ly gratified with a letter from you, and hope that you will 
write to me, that ts, if you have an opportmnity which you 
may improve without injuring yourfelf or neglecting more im- 
portant objects. 

Pleafe to accept this as an aflurance of my moft cordial re- 
fpect and lafting friendthip. M. S. 

Mrs. 














To tHe Epitrors or THE Massacuusetts M. Macazine- 


GENTLEMEN, 


IF you think the following, written by a youth, who did not defign 
it for the public, confiftent with the intention of your Magazine, you have 
liberty to infert it. 








HARITY forbids us to entertain an unfavourable 
opinion of our fellow-creatures without fufficient evidence. 
But it does not forbid us to believe the truth ; it does not for- 
bid us to believe what Jehovah himfelf has declared. When 
we look into the facred volume of truth, and find it recorded 
that the carnal mind is enmity againjt God; that in confequence 
of the apoftacy all men have become enemies to God ; rebels 
againft his law and government ; dead in trefpaffes and fins ; 
would it not be prefumption to fay, man is but partially de- 
praved, and bis infantine days innocent and holy ? 

Terrible indeed would the confideration be, that we are un- 
der the condemning fentence of God’s holy law; “O if my 
foul were form’d for wo, how would I vent my fighs !” But 
filence every murmuring tongue, away every tear. There is 
peace on earth, and good will toward the finful children ot 
men. The Saviour comes. ‘The Lord of life and glory has 

; bowed 





Letter from a Youth. 147 


bowed the heavens, and come down. The Prince of peace, 
the Almighty, afflumes human nature to reconcile heaven to 
earth, and earth to heaven. 

But how are we to be benefited by his atonement? How 
may we efcape the wrath to come? Hear what the Mediator 
fays, Except ye repent, ye thallall perith. He began his min- 
iftiy of reconciliation by preaching repentance ; and fent forth 
his difciples to command men every where to repent. This is 
the firft duty, that fallen men can exercife. Whatever is done 
before this, proceeds from a rebellious heart. ‘Though men 
may comply with the external duties of religion, and frequent, 
ly /pread forth their hands to pray, before they comply with this 

eafonable command ; yet who has required this at their 
hands? Certain it is, that neither he, who came from heaven 
to publifh the wilef God to men, nor his minilters, as fuch, 
ever commanded men to do any thing before true repentance ; 
but have every where reprefented this to be an immediate du- 
ty, and men, previouily to their complying with it, to be ina 
{tate of enmity againft God. Could we reafonably expect to 
prevail on our offended Sovereign to thow us mercy, to par- 
don our rebellion, and to receive us into his favour, while we 
hold faft the weapons of our rebellion, and fay in our hearts, 
We will not have him ¢o reign over us? For this is the charac- 
ter, and this the language of every impenitent heart. All the 
facrifices, offered baliwe: repentance, are offered with ftrange 
fire, which is adding fin to fin. 

But does not every perfon repent? Yes, every perfon exer- 
cifes fome kind of repentance. Even that traitor, who for 
thirty pieces of filver betrayed his Matter, repented, went away, 
and hanged himfelf. "The vilet of men, and even the mifcreants 
in the regions of defpair may be, and probably are, forry for 
what they have done ; and defirous of recalling what is patt. 
They may confefs with the greateft anxiety, horror, and dif- 
trefs of mind, that they are finners. This is repentance unto 
death ; it is the expreflion of a felfith, rebellious heart in the 
view of punifhment. But repentance unto life is what 
the gofpel requires. This does not proceed from the 
fear or experience of mifery. It confits in hating 
the nature of fin, and loathing one’s felf on acgount of 

eving been a finner. As we all naturally love fin, and 
ate holinefs, a perfon in truly repenting changes his 
mind from loving fin to loving holineis ; or, in other words, 
throws down the weapons of his rebellion, and cheerfully fub- 
mits to the government of God. With deep fubmifiion he 
mourns, that he has been a finner, and that his heart is no 
more inflamed with holy love. He has no defire, however, 
all things confidered, that his paft finful a¢tions thould be re- 
called, 
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called, but is willing to truft the event of them to the difpofal 
of that Being, who makes the wrath of man to praife him. Hence 
true repentance is the firft exercife of a regenerate heart ; it is 
a holy exercife, and of courfe affords unfpeakable happinefs to 
the foul. The other holy exercifes will moft affuredly follow 
this. Where a good work is begun, it will be continued. 

As reafonable beings, ought we not to confider ferioufly, 
whether we have ever experienced true repentance ? For if we 
have not, we have no part nor lot in the atonement of Chrift. 
It only ferves to aggravate our guilt, and leaves us under that 
law, which extends to every thought, and which knows of no 
mercy ; that law, which condemns us for the leaft fault, and 
which we have repeatedly violated. If we have continued to 
neglect this all important duty till the prefegig, time, our fitua- 
tion is truly alarming. Life is fhort and Wficertain, and we 
unprepared for death. He who rules in the heavens will be 
juft ; and jultice requires him to treat all according to their 
characters. Worldly comforts are failing us ; and we have no 
friend in the univerfe, who can afford us any real happinefs. 
For if God be againit us, who can be for us? Could any 
perfon with propriety call us enthufiafts for being ferioufly 
alarmed in fuch a fituation as this ? Can we mourn the lofs of 
dear friends, purfue with diligence our worldly concerns, feel 
anxioufly concerned about our future fituation in life ; and yet 
negle& this confcious principle within us ; this immortal part, 
which muft furvive the wreck of nature, and exift in endlefs 
wo, unlefs prevented by fpeedy repentance ? We are now 
prifoners of hope; life and death are at this time fet before 
us; nothing prevents our immediate repentance, but our own 
unwillingnefs. One moment’s delay may prove fatal. We 
cannot plead the leait excufe. God is under no obligations to 
make us willing to repent. To flatter ourfelves, that we fhall 
repent at fome future time, is not only dangerous, but extreme- 
ly abfurd. Yor that, which prevents us from repenting now, 
will forever prevent us, unlefs it is removed by the fovereign 
grace of God. And can we reafonably expect to obtain his 
grace by continuing to rebel againft him? Should any con- 
tend, that he can repent without fovereign grace, he is equally 
unreafonable in neglecting it for a moment ; for befide his con- 
tinual expofednefs to endlefs ruin, he is making the worl® 
ftill harder, increafing the magnitude of his fins, and doing 
what he means to wifh he had not done; and at the fame 
time neglects to prove by actual experiment the fallacy of the 
doctrine of fovereign grace, while he contends, that he is capa- 
ble of doing it. 

Let us not deceive ourfelves with a falfe repentance, nor 
prefumptuoutly expec a more favourable opportunity ; fince 


God now commands all mien, every where, to repent. 


JUVENIS. 
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CONSTITUTION AND RULES 


Of the Concrecationat Society of the Srare of Norru- 
Caszorina, for promoting the Interests of Rexicion. 


re 


It having been propofed by the Congregational Affociation of South- 
Carolina, to form among ft the pioufly difpofed in the feveral congregations 
under their care, a Society for promoting the interefts of religion, 

We, the Subjcribers, having concurred in that important defign, and 
entered into engagements to pay feverally the fum propofed by the 
A faciation in order to our becoming Members of faid Society ; do here- 
by agree to, and adopt the following Conflitution for our future order 
and regulation . ‘ems 


—— 


ARTICLE I. 
The Style and Title of this Society fhall be, The Congre- 
gational Society of the State of South-Carolina, for promoting 
the Interefts of Religion. : 


ARTICLE II. 

The energies of the Society fhall be employed in diftributiny 
bibles, and other books of pra¢tical piety amongtt the poor, and 
in fending Miffionaries to fuch parts of our country, either in 
the State of South-Carolina or elfewhere, as are deftitute of 
minifters and of the means of fupporting them. 


ARTICLE III. 

‘The books diftributed by the Society, and the Miffionaries em- 
ployed by them, fhall be always fuch as {hall inculcate the 
following dottrines, viz. ‘Thofe of three co-equal perfons in the 
one only felf-exiftent, eternal, unchangeable and all perfect 
Jehovah, the Creator of all things and the Sovereign of the 
univerfe ; the union of the divine and human natures in the 
perfon of the Lerd Jefus Chrift ; the fall of the whole human 
race in our firft parents, from the {tate of rectitude and happinefs 
in which they were created; the jultification and falvation of 
thofe who belong to the ele&ion of grace, through the atone- 
ment and rightcoufnefs of the Lord Jefus Chriit, the only 
Mediator between God and men ; the regeneration and fanétifi- 
cation of thofe who truly believe in Jefus Chrilt, by the agency 
of the Holy Spirit ; the certain prefervation of believers in a 
courfe of holinefs, by the power of God, through faith in the 
Redeemer, to eterna! life ; the general refurrection of the bodies 
of the juft and of the unjuft ; the day of final judgment, when 
all mankind fhall ftand before the tribunal of Chrift, and give 
an account of themfelves to him, as their Supreme Judge, and 
the everlafting duration of the happincfs and of the mifery to 

which 
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which the righteous and the wicked fhall be refpectively adjudg_ 
ed by his impartial fentence. 
ARTICLE lV. 

The funds of the Society fhall be raifed by the annual fubfcrip- 
tions of its members, and by donations, contributions or legacies 
of all fuch perfons as are difpofed to favour the defign of the 
inftitution. 

ARTICLE V. 

Agreeably to the rule propofed by the Affociation and already 
acted upon, there fhall bg, for the more orderly conduéting the 
bufinefs of the Society, a Prefident, Vice-prefident, Treafurer 
and Secretary, and a board of Direétors. 


ARTICLE VI. 

The election of thefe Officers fhall be —— the time and 
place of the anniverfary meeting of the Sociéty, and fhall be 
determined by ballot. 

ARTICLE VII. 

The annual fubfcription of each member fhall be not lefs than 
five Dollars, and every perfon admitied to memberfhip mutt 
pay not lefs than five Dollars on his or her admiflion as a gift 
to the Society’; and perfons complying with thefe terms may be 


admitted with the approbation of a majority of the board of 
Diredors. 






ARTICLE VIII. 

It fhall be the duty of the Prefident to take care that order 
and decorum be preferved in the meeting of the Society, to 
ftate fuch queflions and bufinefs as may be properly before the 
meetings, to give a cafting vete on any queltion on which the 
meeting may be equally divided, and to call f{pecial and occa- 
fional meetings agreeably to the Conftitution. 

; ARTICLE IX. 

In the abfence of the Prefident, the Vice-prefident fhall take 

his place and perform his duties. 


ARTICLE X. 

The Treafurer fhall take charge of all bonds and other fpecial- 
ties and monies belonging to the Society, and fhall keep the 
fame fubjeét to the draught or order of the Direétors, as from 
time to time they may deem neceflary for anfwering the purpofes 
of the Society ; and for the due and faithful difcharge of his 
office, he fhall give bond to any two of the Direétors who fhall 
be named by that board, who in that cafe fhall be confidered as 
Truftees for the Society, in the fum of double the amount of all 
the fpecialties and monies that fhall be put into his hands by the 
Society at the time of his entering into office, and the bond fo 
given fhall be recorded in the book containing the tranfactions of 
¢he Socicty, and then depofited in the hands of the Prefident. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE XI. ) 

The board of Direétors fhall be compofed of i Members, 
five of whom fhall be minifters as long as there {hall be fo many 
minifters, members of the Society ; but in cafe at any time 
there fhall not be fo many minifters members, then the board 
fhall be filled up by fuch other members as fhall be chofen by 
the Society by ballot. 


ARTICLE XII. 

There fhall be four {tated meetings of the board of Dire¢tors 
in the year, in the Independent Church in Meeting-ftreet in 
Charlefton, viz. on the fecond Tuefday of May, on the fecond 
Tuefday of Auguft, on the fecond Tuefday of November and 
on the fecond Tuefday of February, to take into confideration 
the ftate of the fuiids and to devife meafures for promoting the 
defigns of the inftitution ; and they may alfo meet at fuch other 


times as fhall appear expedient to them on their own adjourn- 
ments. 


ARTICLE XIII. 
Any five members of the board thall be fufficient to proceed 
to bufinefs, provided due notice of ihe meeting has been given 
to the other members. 


ARTICLE XIV. 


The meetings both of the Society and Direétors fhall begia 
and conclude with prayer. 


ARTICLE XV. | 

The Direétors fhall determine, under regulation of the third 
article, what books fhall be diltributed by the Society, and to 
what amount from time to time ; they fhall alfo be empowered 
to contracét in the manner they may deem moft for the benefit 
of the inftitution, for fuch books as they think proper to diftribute, 
and to draw upon the Treafurer for the payment of fuch con- 
tracts ; they fhall alfo, under regulations of the third article, 
examine all candidates for the miffion under the direécti®n of the 
Society, and no miflionary fhall be employed by the Society, 
unlefs approved by them: the Directors thall alfo determine 
what pecuniary allowance fhall be made to the miffionaries for 
their fervices. 


ARTICLE XVI. | 
All orders or draughts upon the Treafurer fhall be figned by 
the chairman of the board of Dire¢tors, by their order, and fuch 
draughts or orders fhall be the Treafurer’s vouchers for his pay- 
ment of the fums for which they are drawn. 


ARTICLE XVII. 
Special or occafional meetings (when requifite) of the Society 
faall be called at the inftance of the Direétors, or any five mem- 


bers 











2 — =a SS 
eee —_- 
or = 
ae - 
Serre 


see 


‘9 
hy 

( | 
4 / 
ae ; 
ib “6 a 
i 1) i 
at 
fi \ A 
f ’ \ 
ott 
Bi 
ae 
i wk 
WV ; f 
| 








i 


2 te ete 


—— = 
— rs 


: = ——— 


ze3-* Constitution of a Society. 


bers of the Society, and notices of the fame, figned by the 
Prefident, fhall be forwarded by the Secretary to the feveral 
members. 


ARTICLE XVIII. 
When any office of this Society fhall be vacated by death or 
refignation, fuch office fhall be filled up by the appointment of 
the Directors until the next following anniverfary meeting. 


ARTICLE XIX. 

The anniverfary of this Society fhall be on the Wednefday 
after the fecond Tuefday in May, on which day there fhall be a 
Sermon preached in Charlefton by fuch minifter as may be 
agreed upon by the board of Direétors, after which a collection 
fhall be made for the benefit of the Society, and fermons fhall 
be preached for the above purpofe of raifing @ollections in fuch 
other places and by fuch minifters as may be fixed upon by the 


faid board of Direétors. 


ARTICLE XxX. 

No book fhall be purchafed to give away, nor accepted as 2 
gift to the Society for the purpofe of giving away, unlefs 
approved by the unanimous voice of the Dire¢tors at a regular 
meeting ; nor fhall any book already approved by them, be 
erafed trom the Society’s lift of diftribution, but by a fimilar 
unanimous agreement of the Directors. 


ARTICLE XXI. 

A book fhall be provided at the expenfe of the Society in 
which the Secretary. fhall keep a lift of the, members of the 
Society and a faithful record of its tranfactions, which book 
fhall be produced at every meeting of the Society. 


ARTICLE XXII. 

The Treafurer fhall furnifh himfelf with a book or books at 
the expenfe of the Society, in which he fhall keep his accounts 
of the monies and other fpecialties of the Society in his hands, 
of all payments made by him by order of the Direétors, and of 
all fums received by him in behalf of the Society, a fair ftate- 
ment of which he fhall lay before the Society at their anniver- 
fary meeting. 

ARTICLE XXIII. 

Perfons defirous of becoming members of this Society after 
the ratification of this Conftitution may apply, by letter or other- 
wife, to the chairman of the board of Direétors, and then {hall 
be balloted for by that board at a quarterly meeting, and if 
admitted, on complying with the condition in the feventh article 
and figning this conftitution, they fhall be enroled in the lift of 
the members, and entitled to a vote in all the tranfactions of the 


Socicty. 
ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE XXIV. 

Fifteen members of the Society fhall be fufficient to proceed 
to bufinefs, but no article of this conftitution fhall be altered but 
by the agreement of two thirds of its members, and that not 
without notice has been given of the intention of moving for 
fuch alteration at leaft at the anniverfary meeting next previous 
to that at which the queftion fhall be determined. 


RATIFIED and confirmed this tenth day of 


February, 1802, in the Independent Church 
in Meeting-ftreet, Charlefton, South- 


Carolina. 


WILLIAM HOLLINSHEAD, 
- PRESIDENT. 
HUGH PATERSON, 


SECRETARY. 








CONFERENCE 


Between a Calvinift and Methodift on the pofibility of 
falling from Grace. 


—_—— ~~ 


C. OOD morning, friend. It gives me pleafure to 
wait on you to-day. For Iam at leifure and ready 
to attend to the interefting fubje&t fuggefted in your billet. 

M. I thank you, Sir, for this friendly reception. I rather 
feared you would decline the interview on account of the fub- 
ject. 

C. Your fears were groundlefs : for I love to converfe with 
men of candour and information on any theological topic. To 
fave time let me defire you to ftate your queftion. 

M. Is it not poffible for good men to fall from grace ? 

C. You will perhaps think me a ftrange Calvinift, for I fhall 
an{wer in the affirmative. It is poffible to fall from grace. 

M. Are you, Sir, in earneft ? 

C. Surely lam. For if men are free agents both before 
and after converfion, and not machines, why is it not as natu- 
rally poffible for a Chriftian to difbelieve and be loft, as fora 
finner to believe and be faved? 

M. But you actually furprife me ! 


C. It is hoped your furprife will not be permanent nor in- 
jurious. 


No. 4. Vol. IT. 3 
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M. Let me comprehend you fully. Is it your opinion, 
while a Calvinift, that it is poffible for a real Chritian to dif- 
believe Chrift aid reject him ? 

C. Yes, Sir, itis; and I am a ftri@, ftaunch Calvinift too. 

M. And do you believe the Bible fupports the poffibility of 
a Chriftian’s falling from grace? 

C. Yes, Sir, decidedly and moft confpicuoufly. 

M. 1am really thunder ftruck. 

C. I cannot help it; for 1 relate the fimple truth of my 
heart and theory. 

M. Let me, for the fake of ample fatisfaction, call your at- 
tention to that clafs of fcriptures, which all able Methodifts 
improve to fupport the poflibility of falling from grace. 

C. With all my heart. The import of Scripture muft de- 
cide the controverfy between Methodifts an@Calvinifts. To 
the law and the teftimony forever. 

M. What fhall we think of this text in the 33d of Ezekiel, 
“ When the righteous turneth from his righteouinefs and com- 
mitteth iniquity, he fhall die; but if the wicked turn from his 
wickednefs, and do that which is lawful and right, he fhall live ?”” 

’ C. We mutt conclude, according to this obvious contraft, 
that it is as naturally poflible for the righteous to fall from ho- 
linefs, as for the wicked to rife toit. In other words, if finners 
have natural ability to become holy, Chriftians have natural 
ability to become unholy, and Chrift’s final enemies. 

M. You then believe, that the prophet fupports the poffi- 
bility of falling from grace. 

C. Yes; as really as he fupports the poffbility of a finner’s 
converfion or reformation. If we believe one, we cannot dif- 
believe the other. 

M. 1 am more furprifed thanever. But let me, to prevent 
all mifconception, call your attention to the words of Chrift 
in the rsth of John. ‘I am the vine, ye are the branches. 
He that abideth in me, and I in him, the fame bringeth forth 
much fruit. But if a man abide not in me, he is calt forth as 
a branch, and is withered.” Now, Sir, what is the import ex- 
cept this, that there is a poflibility of final feparation between 
the vine and the branches ? 

C. I grant, without any hefitation, that this is the manifeft 
and real import of the paflage. For Chrift ufed the fimilitude 
to inculcate the neceflity of unremitting faithfulnefs on his dif- 
ciples, in order to fecure falvation. But why, my friend, do 
you prefent this as a folitary inftance of the nature ? For when 
Chrift fays, “Ye are the falt of the earth ; but if the falt have 
loft its favour, it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be 
trodden under foot,” he inculcates a congenial fentiment. To 
the fame purpofe he alfo fays in a different connexion, “ If any 
man 
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man put his hand to the plough, and look back, he is not fit 
for the kingdom of heaven.” Surely if there is no poflibility 
of falling from grace, we derive no inftruction from thefe fi- 
militudes. 

M. \thank you, Sir, for citing thefe texts which have ef- 
caped the Methodiits, though as much to the purpofe as any 
they have ufed. 

C. You are welcome; for truth and not victory is the ob- 
ject. To prevent your being too fond, however, of claiming 
texts to invalidate the theory of Calvinifts, pleafe to remember, 
that the claim mutt be relinquifhed in cafe of erroneous calcu- 
lation. If, on examination, all thefe texts directly eftablith a 
different point, your labour will be more than loft; for it will 
expofe and, invalidate your theory. 

M. I have nothing to fear from that fuggeftion ; for I need 
no aid except from volunteers. Let me then afk, whether 
the apoftle does not advocate the poflibility of falling from 
grace, when he fays, “ But I keep under my body, and bring 
it into fubjeétion, left that by any means, when I have preach- 
ed to others, I myfelf fhould be a caftaway ?” 

C. He certainly does ; and if there is no poflibility of falling 
from grace, we difcover no pertinency in his expreflion. He 
bridled his lufts and fubdued his appetites to fave his foul. To 
fupprefs the dangerous influence of the flefh he was the molt 
vigilant. How beautiful the connexion! If I do not lay afide 
every weight, if I do not run with all my might, I fhall lofe 
the prize: for the race and the prize are connected. Néthing 
can be plainer, than that he confidered perfonal exertion invi- 
olably connected with falvation ; and confequently that there 
was a poflibility of his falling from grace. He faw his feet 
on the precipice and trembled. 

M. But, let me query a little further. What is the defign 
of infpiration in this paflage, which Arminians have always 
urged again{ft the Calvinillic dottrine of final perfeverance ; 
“For it is impoflible for thofe who were once enlightened, and 
have tafted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of 
the Holy Ghoft, and have taited of the good word of God and 
the powers of the world to come, if they fhall fall away to 
renew them again to repentance ?” 

Ci Sir, I believe the apoftle is here addreffing real Chriftians, 
which is evident from the connexion; and I believe there is no 
pertinency or confiftency in the pailage, except on the principle 
of the poffibility of Chriftians falling from grace. For who, 
except real Chriltians, in the appropriate ity le of Seri pture have 
been enlightened, have tafted of the heavenly gift, of the good 
word of God, and of the powers of the world to come ? Who 
except Chriftians have been made partakers of the Holy Ghoft, 
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or of the divine nature, and are the fubjects of faving repent- 
ance? Surely this defcription of exercifes does not correfpond 
with the experience of gracelefs, unrenewed men; and there- 
fore proves it poflible for Chriftians to fall from grace. 

M. I find that we are ftill agreed: but for the fake of far- 
ther fatisfaction permit me to call your attention to feveral 
other texts which appear to be rather hoftile to the Calvin- 
iftic doctrine of final perfeverance. 

C. With all pleafure ; for the truth is precious beyond all 
ef{timation. 

M. What then is the apoftle’s objeét when he fays, Heb. x. 
14. “ For if we fin wilfully after that we have received the 
knowledge of the truth there remaineth no more {facrifice for 
fins?” He alfo adds, while attending to the deftruétion of thofe 
who violated the law of Mofes : “Of how much forer punifhment 
fuppofe ye fhall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under 
foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the cove- 
nant wherewith he was fanétified an unholy thing, and hath 
done defpite unto the {pirit of grace 2” 

C. The apoftle’s object, Sir, in thefe and all fimilar paflages 
is to prefs the abfolute neceflity of final perfeverance in order 
to obtain falvation. 

M. What is your expofition of this text; “ Now the juft 
fhall live by faith ; but if any man draw back, my foul fhall 
have no pleafure in him 2?’ 

C. It is this; there is a poflibility of the Chriftian’s falling 
from grace, or of drawing back to perdition: otherwife this 
hypothetical mode of expreffion is deftitute of inftruction. Ac- 
cordingly the apoftle fays, in the next verfe: “ But we are not 
of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them who be- 
lieve to the faving of the foul.” 

M. I tell you, Sir, I am really amazed. 

C. At what, my friend ? 

M. At your coincidence with Methodifts who advocate the 
poflibility of Chriftians falling from grace. 

C. 1 am not a Methodift; and there is no occafion for 
amazement relative to my conftruction of the texts which have 
been examined, if we view things correctly. But let me afk ; 
have you any other cardinal texts in mind which in your judg- 
ment difprove the final perfeverance of faints ? 

M. We could mention a few others of fimilar complexion ; 
but as the texts already examined are our cardinal ones, we fhall 
enumerate no more. 

C. Then you will give me leave to be deeply furprifed and 
amazed too in my turn. 

M. Why fo, my friend? 

C. Becaufe 
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C. Becaufe the texts already mentioned, and a thoufand 
more of the fame import, are nothing to your purpofe; for 
they only urge the neceflity of conftant faithfulnefs, becaufe it 
is naturally poffible for Chriftians to fall from grace. They 
prove that perfevering faith in Chrift is the condition of 
falvation ; but not that any good man ever did, or ever will fi- 
nally fall from grace. 

M. But how, Sir, is all this? For I verily thought you co- 
incided with me, in the conftruétion of thofe texts which invali- 
date the doctrine of final perfeverance. 

C. The miftake, Sir, is yours. For inftead of acceding that 
the texts we examined difcarded the Calviniftic doérine of fi- 
nal perfeverance, I only held that they prove the natural _poffi- 
bility of falling from grace, and the neceflity, the abfolute @y. 
ceflity of unremitting faithfulnefs in order to be faved. 

M. And do you after all hold to the doétrine of final perfe- 
verance ? 

C. Yes, Sir, as firmly and decidedly as I believe the perpe- 
tuity of the throne and exiftence of Deity. Accordingly fays 
the great Shepherd ; “ My fheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me ; and I give unto them eternal life, 
and they fhall never perifh ; neither fhall any pluck them out 
of my hand. My Father who gave them me is greater than 
all, and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s 
hand.” 

M. Sir, I now with to underftand your theory rather than to 
difpute it. ‘* How can thefe things be?” | 

C. There is no perplexity attending them. This, Sir, is a 
{tate of probation and not a ftate of confirmation. As the 
apoftate angels and menwere probationers till they violated 
God’s command ; fo all Chriftians on earth are in a ftate of 
probation, and therefore have natural ability to fall from 
grace. For it is abfurd to ftyle Chriftians probationers, unlefs 
they are capable of proving themfelves the final enemies of 
Chrift as well as his final friends. Afide from this confidera- 
tion Chriftians have no alternative of life or death, and are 
not in a ftate of probation. You will not deny that Chriftians 
are probationers. 

M. \t muft be confeffed, that Chriftians are in a ftate of pro- 
bation. It muft alfo be confeffed, that they have the alternative 
of life or death ; and confequently that it is naturally poffible 
for them to choofe death rather than life. The connexion of 
thefe truths is convincing and undeniable. 

C. It will then follow, that all Chriftians, feeing they are 
fanctified but in part, need the powerful motive to unremitting 
faithfulnefs which is urged by the texts we have examined. 
For none except thofe who endure to the end will be faved. 

M. Sir, 
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M. Siz, I fee it; and I fee that thofe who have natural 
ability to keep the ftrait and narrow way which leads to eter- 
nal life, have alfo the fame ability to forfake it, and prefer the 
broad road which leads to deftruction. For he who has abili- 
ty to act rightly has equal ability to act wrongly. 

C. Yes, Sir, the neceflity of dying faith in order to falva- 
tion proves the equal neceflity of living faith. For living men 
are dying men, and know not how fuddenly and unexpectedly 
they fhall be fummoned to appear before their Judge. Hence 
the neceflity of all thofe exhorting texts we have examined 
which not only prove the neceflity of faith at a dying moment, 
but the poflibility of being arrefted by death while deltitute 
of it. Hence we infer, 
get. That Arminians or Methodifts cannot difprove the doc- 
trine of final perfeverance. For the textsthey prefs for this 
purpofe are volunteers to urge the neceflity of perfeverance 
on the natural poflibility of a final failure. The Bible, while 
Chriltians are faved by the merit of Chrift only, obliges them 
to perfevere in holinefs as though their falvation were attaina- 
ble by their own perfonal faithfulnefs. 

2. We infer that the doctrine of the faints final perfeverance 
does not, as Arminians pretend, flatter carelefs and licentious 
characters. Chriftians, even the beft Chriftians, muft work or 
die. Like Paul they muft bridle their lufts and reftrain their 
appetites; they mult keep under their bodies and bring them 
into fubjection ; they muft run with the utmoft vigour, and refo- 
lutely fight the good fight of faith, till death fhall terminate 
the conflict; or they will lofe the prize and deftroy their 
fouls. 

3. We have reafon to fear there are many falfe profeffors of 
religion. For there are but few church members who appear 
to be fuitably difengaged from temporal objects and fuitably 
attentive to the high concerns of the eternal world. 

4. We infer that men muft be addrefled on the fubject of 
duty according to the natural ability they poffefs, and not ac- 
cording to their deftitution of it. For neither the decretive 
will of God, nor his elective will, nor the univerfality of his 
government, nor any influence whatever interferes with man’s 
voluntary agency. Men are free, and the univerfe is full of 
motives to induce all right volitions and to fupprefs all wrong 
volitions. 

M. I confefs your confiftency ; and will farther examine 
the fubje&. For the Bible is a harmonious book. 

C. Think of thefe queftions. 

1. Have the non-elect natural ability to believe? For God 
has determined they fhall not. 

z. Have 
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2. Have the elect natural ability to difbelieve ? 
3. Could man be a moral agent if deftitute of natural ability 
to do rightly and wrongly ? 
FAREWEL. 








TO THE READERS AND PATRONS OF THIS 
MAGAZINE. 


MY DEAR FRIENDS, 


HOUGH you may find yourfelves “a little flock,” “a 

few names” in the neighbourhood where you live, yet 
perhaps more are engaged in the good work of enlarging the 
Redeemer’s kingdom, than you may imagine. It is always 
pleafant to know, that good and wife men think and a@ with 
us ; but never is it more fo, than in our exertions to promote 
true religion. I truft, therefore, the following fketch of fats, 
fyom authentic documents, may be encouraging. They are 
glad tidings of Zion’s profperity. 

At the mention of Miffionary labours, the fociety of London 
neceffarily rifes to view. Like a beacon on the top of a hill, 
it gives light far and wide. The good they have done baffles 
all calculation. ‘The iflands of the Pacific ocean early attradct- 
ed their attention. As early as Auguft, 1796, they had pur- 
chafed a fhip, the Duff, and procured twenty-nine Miffionaries, 
who failed from London on the roth of the month, and after 
a profperous voyage arrived at Otaheite on the 6th of March, 
1797, where feventeen of them were left, while nine went to 
Tongataboo, one of the Friendly Iflands, and one to the Mar- 
quefas, two returning with the fhip. Altho’ in the courfe of the 
year eleven of the Miffionaries at Oraheite fled from the dangers 
which threatened them to Port Jackfon in N. Holland; altho’ the 
French, in defiance of the benevolent defign of her deftination, 
captured and made a prize of the thip Duff, the Society were 
not difcouraged. Soon they fent eleven other Miffionaries to 
Otaheite. Three of thofe, who were fent to Ardeo, were mur- 
dered, and the others faved themfelves by leaving the ifland. 
The wars of the natives there and at Tongataboo have put the 
profpect of their converfion at a diftance. Still the laft account 
we have feen informs us there were fourteen Miffionaries at 
Otaheite. At the fame time the Society had twelve Miffiona- 
ries in the fouthern parts of Africa. Their labours were un- 
wearied, their zeal ardent, and their fuccefs glorious. In one 
congregation fix hundred regularly attended public worthip. 
Many thoufands there are liftening to the joyful found of the 
gofpel. This one fociety has fent a hundred miflionaries to 


different parts of the world ; ninety eight of whom they edu-. 
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cated for the glorious work. They fupport a feminary in 
which a number of young men are rifling up to enter the mif- 
fionary field. Animated by their fpirit a Miffionary Society 
has been founded in Africa at the Cape of Good Hope. 

The Edinburgh Miffionary Society are valiant for the pro- 

motion of the goipel in diftant regions. They have eftablifh- 
ed a miflion in Ruffian Tartary. We truft it may give the 
world an example of what may be effected by Chriltian zeal 
directed by wifdom. At Karap, near Mount Caucafus, Mr. 
Brunton and his affociates have begun the good work of in- 
ftructing the Tartars. This fociety has educated fixteen mif- 
fionaries ; they have generoufly aflited the London, the Mo- 
ravian, and Baptilt miffionary focieties ; they now in connexion 
with the Glafgow Miffionary Society are fupporting a miflion 
in the ifland of Jamaica. 

The Society in Scotland for propagating Chriftian Knowledge 
are doing great things. They fupport three hundred teachers of 
{chools, who inftruét 15719 children. They fupport 13 miffiona- 
ries and catechifts. They fupport fix ftudents in divinity. They 
difperfe among the poor vaft numbers of pious books; they are 
about printing ten thoufand teftaments for the poor people in 
Scotland. . 

The Baptift Affociation in India has been fuccefsful. Sev- 
eral thoufands have hopefully embraced the gofpel, and many 
Sopensgations for Chriftian worfhip have been eftablithed. 

he Moravians are not behind any of their brethren in zeal 
or fuccefs. In 1802 they employed 166 miffionaries. In the 
Danifh Welt-India iflands they had 32 miffionaries, in Anti- 
gua 17, St. Kitts 4, Jamaica 8, Barbadoes 2, Tobago 2, Green- 
land 16, Labrador 25, Quebec and Newfoundland 3, among 
the Indians of North America 19, in South America 24, 
among the Hottentots 10, Ruffian part of Afia 2, Eaft Indies 
z. ‘Their converts from paganifm they reckon at 24,000. In 
the ifland of Ceylon a great work is going on. The popula- 
tion is about 100,000. It is divided into diftri&s and parifhes, 
in which fchoolmafters and preachers inftruét the natives. The 
work of the Lord is peculiarly profperous in Greenland, fome 
of the Welt-India iflands, and the Cape of Good Hope. 

Thus has the pure fame of Chriftian zeal fpread over the 
ifland of Great Britain. Our country, my brethren, have not 
heard this joyful found in vain. A good portion of the fame 
{pirit has been difplayed in the middle and northern States. 

The General Affembly of the Prefbyterian church are em- 
ploying fchoolmafters and miflionaries to inftrué and civilize 
and chriftianize the Catawba and Cherokee tribes of Indians. 

The New-York Miflionary Society have been particularly 
attentive to the deplorable fituation of the favages. In 1800 


they 
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they fent an able miffionary among the Chickafaws. Decent 
attention was paid to his inftructions. It may be hoped the 
feed fown may produce a harveft. ‘They have alfo a miffiona- 
ry among the Senecas, and Tufcaroras. The proipect is very 
encouraging. The Tufcaroras have written a molt affectionate 
and grateful letter to the Directors in New-York. Among other 
things they fay, “ Fathers and Brothers, we are very ignorant, 
we are poor; you have much light, you are wife and rich ; we 
feel forrow for our children. We afk you, fathers and broth- 
ers, will you not pity us, and our poor children? Do not ftop. 
Think poor Indians muft die as well as white men; we pray 
you never to give over and leave poor Indians, but fellow them 
in dark times, and let our children find you to be their fathers 
and friends when we are dead. We and our fathers have long 
been under dark clouds, no friends to help us to know the will 
of the good Spirit. We will now believe you to be our 
friends; we will open our ears to any good man you may fend 
among us; we will ufe him kindly.” 

The Conneéticut Miffionary Society are patronized by the 
Legiflature. Their funds are very confiderable, and their ex- 
ertions and ufefulnefs correfpondent. ‘The laft year they em- 
ployed thirteen miflionaries, fome of them the whole time. 

The Berkfhire and Hampthire Miffionary Societies have fev- 
eral miffionaries employed in different parts of the country 
among our new fettlements. The Society for propagating the 
Gofpel inftituted at Bofton has handfome funds. ‘They afliftin 
the fupport of three miffionaries and a number of {chools 
among the Indians. They have commonly two or three mif- 
fionaries a partof the year in the Diftritof Maine. ‘hey 
have done much for the inftruétion of the poor people on the 
Ifle of Shoals. A great number of ferious books they have 
diftributed among the people of Maine. ‘he Pifcataway Mif- 
fionary Society in New-Hampbthire have employed four miffion- 
aries a part of the laft year, and their exertions promife much 
future ufefulnefs to the caufe of true religion. ‘Thefe are but 
a part of the good things which God is doing for his church. 
The one half, my friends, has not been told you. Miffionaries 
employed at Sierra Leona and other places in Africa I have 
not mentioned. ‘There is now a great outpouring of the Spirit 
in the weftern parts of Vermont. In many towns religion is 
the great object of attention. Great additions have already 
been made to the churches. In the State of New-York are 
extenfive revivals of religion. In New Connecticut and that 
wide country extending from the Ohio to the Lakes is a won- 
derful work of divine grace. 

Do not your hearts burn within you, my friends, at the reci- 
tal of thefe things? You are not alone. A multitude of good 
Ne. 4. Vol, Il. U people 
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people in this country are engaged with you. A multitude in 
Europe are animated with the fame divine zeal. Angels re- 
joice in the good work. It is the work of God and Chrift. 
Surely they, who are for us, are more than they who are 
againft us. We fhall fee a glorious harveft ; we fhall reap in 
due time, if we faint not. Be perfuaded then to devote a due 
portion of your influence and property, your devout wifhes and 
exertions to convey the knowledge of the gofpel to the people 
and nations, who fit in darknefs and the fhadow of death. 
Were your children and your friends in fuch an awful ftate, 
would you not beg and entreat every acquaintance to aflift 
you in opening their eyes, in faving their fouls ? 
EUSEBIUS. 











ORDINATIONS. 


ORDAINED, September 12, at Bradford, by the middle 
Effex Affociation, Charles Coffin, an Evangelift. The intro- 
duétory prayer was offered by the Rev. Mr. Dutch of Brad- 
ford, the fermon was preached by the Rev. Mr. Spring of 
Newbury-Port, the confecrating prayer was offered by the 
Rev. Mr. Friefbie of Ipfwich, the charge was given by the 
Rev. Dr. Dana of Ipfwich, the fellowfhip of the churches by 
the Rev. Mr. Woods of Newbury, and the concluding prayer 
was offered by the Rev. Mr. Pariih of Byfield. 


ORDAINED at Newport, R. I. fucceffor to the late Dr. 
Hopkins, 12th inft. Rev. Caleb J. Tenny. Introductory prayer 
by Rev. Dr. Emmons of Franklin, Sermon by Rev. Dr. Bur- 
ton of Thetford, Vermont ; confecrating prayer by Rev. Mr. 
Sanford of Medway, charge by Rev. Mr Hopkins of Salem, 
Right Hand of Fellowfhip by Rev. Mr. Patten of Newport, 
concluding prayer by Rev. Mr Smith of Hollis, N. H. 


INSTALLED on the igth of September, the Rev. Mr. 
John S. Popkin over the firft church and congregation of 
Newbury. The introductory prayer was made by the Rev. 
Mr. Parifh of Byfield, the Sermon was preached by the Rev. 
Mr. Pierce of Brookline, the confecrating prayer was made by 
the Rev. Dr. Eliot of Bofton, the charge was given by the 
Rev. Dr. Barnard of Salem, the right hand of fellowfhip by 
the Rev. Mr. Andrews of Newbury-Port, and the concluding 
prayer was made by the Rev. Mr. Appleton of Hampton. 
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To THE Epitrors or THE M. Misstonary MAGAZINE. 


ReEvEREND GENTLEMEN, 


A reader of your ufeful Magazine would be exceedingly 
gratified to find in fome fucceeding number, an expofi- 
tion of the following text of fcripture. 
Luke xvi.g. ‘ Make to yourfelves friends of the mam- 
mon of unrighteoufnefs ; that when ye fail, they may receive 
you into everlaiting habitations.” 


HYLAS. 











ANSWER TO THE REQUEST OF HYLAS. 


USE the world as not abufing it; and it will carry in a 
favourable teftimony, which wilt. be the occafion of your being 
received into the houfe made without hands. 








AN explanation is requefled, by a reader of the Maffachu- 
fetts Magazine of Ezek. xx. 25. Wherefore I gave them alfo 
ftatutes that were not good; and judgments whereby they 
fhould not live.” 

And alfo Ezek. xiv. 9. “ And if the prophet be deceived 
when he hath fpoken a thing, I the Lord have deceived that 
prophet, and I will ftretch out my hand upon him, and will 
deftroy him from the midit of my people I[frael.”’ 


SN 





THE NATURE, CERTAINTY AND EViI- 
DENCE OF CHRISTIANITY : 


In a LETTER from Mrs. SARAH OSBORN 10 her Friend, 
in great Darkne/s, Doubt and Concern, of a Religious Nature. 


1753. 
My very dear, dear Friend : fa 
HAVE thought much on thofe few lines you began to 
write to me; and do not at all wonder that you expect I 
fhould improve every opportunity to relieve you.—For fure- 
ly the ftrong bonds of friendfhip, with which we have for fome 
years been bound to each other, (were there no bonds of grace 
at all) demand this; and how much more when thefe are 
added ? And truly, my dear Friend, it has not been owing to 
want of tendernefs and compafhon towards you, under your 


diftrefles, 
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diftreffes, that my tongue as well as pen have oft been filene. 
No! my bowels yearned, and I longed to fpeak many times ; 
but your difficulties were fuch, that I dare not open my lips, 
left a fubtil adverfary fhould turn that againft you, which I 
intended for your comfort, and fink your ipirits the lower, as 
has fometimes, you know, been the cafe. 

And oh that God will now blefs the poor weak endeavours 
of a worthlefs worm to refrefh you! If fo, it will rejoice me 
much : but whether it pleafe him to ufe a poor nothing creature 
as an initrument or no, I am perfuaded he will in his own time 
revive you, and I rejoice and praife him on your behalf, by 
grace, that he will turn your captivity ; and that he will bruife 
fatan under your feet fhortly, and make him gladly quit the 
field, and leave you to enjoy your God. For, blefled be God, 
Chrift Jefus is ftronger than he and all his combined legions ; 
and he can’t refift his power, though he has audacioufly ftruck 
at his honour, and endeaveured to impede his blefled work in 
your foul. Does or has the bold-daring {pirit prefumed to 
infinuate that all religion is vain, imaginary and delufive ? 
Does he pretend that none can know they are right? Tell him 
he is a liar, God has declared him fo; and oh I am bold to 
fay, I have proved him fo.—He has told me the fame tale ; but, 
bleffed be God, I do know that religion is no imaginary thing, 
but a fubftantial reality. I do know that there 1s a God of 
boundlefs perfections, truth and faithfulnefs ; that will not de- 
ceive ; no, nor forfake the foul that puts its truft in him. 

But now perhaps you will fay, aye, but how do I know this 
God is mine; and that I myfelf am not deceived? I anfwer, 
by the evidences of a work of grace wrought in my foul. 
And now as God fhall enable me, my dear friend, I'll tell you 
truly what God has done for my foul, and what I call evidences 
of a Work of grace. This queftion I could never fully verbally 
anfwer, when with you, which makes me now attempt to ex- 
plain myfelf. 

Firft, then, I do know that God has, by his word and Spirit, 
convinced me of fin, that I was by nature a child of wrath, an 
heir of hell, an enemy to him, and his ways, yea, enmity itfelf ; 
dead in trefpaffes and fins ; and that I was utterly unwilling 
to help myfelf out of this miierable ftate, being averfe to the 
gofpel way of falvation, wrought out by Chrift. I plainly faw 
the caufe of that compl: aint, “ ‘Ye will not come to me that ye 
might have life.”” God convinced me alfo, that by the deeds 
of the law no flefh living fhould be juftified, and that he and 
his throne would be fpotlefs tly though he fhould caft me 
off, and condemn me to the hotteft hell; fince he owed me 
nothing, nor was any way bound to beftow his grace upon me ; 
and if he did, it would be abfolutely free and fovereign. 

God 
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God thewed me I was utterly unworthy that he fhould help 
me. , 

Neverthelefs, though I had thus deftroyed myfelf, yet in him 
was my help. Yea, he difcovered to me, that he had laid help 
upon ONE who is mighty to fave to the uttermoft all that 
come to God by him ; even a glorious Chrift, the great Ema- 
NUEL, God-man, even one co-equal with himfelf, the exprefs 
image of his perfon, in whom dwells all the fulnefs of the 
Godhead bodily ; one every way complete and fuited to all 
my wants; and that he was not only thus qualified and fealed 
and fent by the Faruer, but that he was abfolutely willing as 
well as able to accomplifh the great work ; and would by no 
means caft out any that come to him. 

Well, upon this difcovery of the amiable and lovely Jefus, if 
I know that I have a being, I do know that God compelled or 
{weetly conftrained me to throw down the weapons of my 
rebellion, and to fubmit to him as Prince and Saviour, and con- 
fent to be faved by him in his own way, and upon his own 
terms; that he fhould be the Alpha and the Omega, the 
foundation and the topftone in my falvation. Yea, God caufed 
my heart to go out after him in ftrong and vehement defires, 
and to choofe him in all his offices, with all his benefits, to be 
my portion forever. Yea, he appeared to me to be in himfelf 
the moft lovely and defirable objeét, the faireft of ten thoufand 
fairs: and God enabled me to give myfelf, my whole foul and 
body, with all my concerns for time and eternity, into his mer- 
ciful and faithful hands: and had I a thoufand precious fouls, 
I would gladly venture them all with him; for I am perfuad- 
ed he will keep by his mighty power what I have committed 
to his charge ; nor fhall all the hofts of hell ever be able to 
pluck me out of his hands. | 

But to proceed ; uponthis choice, and furrender to Chrift as 
Mediator, God the Father manifefted himfelf to me, as my re- 
conciled God and Father ; the blefled Spirit took up his abode 
with me, afforded me his influences and afliftance daily ; and 
God made with me an everlafting covenant, never to be for- 

otten, eventhe fure mercies of David; and 1 folemnly gave 
mytfelf up, all I have, am, or can do, both in life and death, in 
time and for eternity, to God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, 
to be his own in a covenant way, to be difpofed of as fhall moft 
confift with his glory ; and chofe the glorious Trinity for my 
portion forever, in oppofition to all others—even a God of in- 
finite perfections. Oh happy choice! Oh happy I, that I lived 


to fee that day wherein God betrothed me to himfelf in loving- 
kindnefs and tender mercy ! 


Thus 1 was effectually called and made willing in the day of 
God’s power to receive him; and to as many as received him, 
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to them gave he power to become the fons of God, even te 
thofe that believe on his name. 

And now the foundation of my hopes is laid upon the Rock 
of Ages. And agreeable to thofe covenant engagements, a 
faithful God has ever fince dealt with me. And furely I can 
fay, whereas I was born blind, now I can fee ; old things are 
done away, all things becbme new. Now through grace I 
dare appeal to a heart-fearching God, and fay that none of his 
commands are grievous; I efteem them all holy, right, juft 
and good; and long to yield an univerfal obedience to them 
all; yea, God does excite in me ftrong and vehement defires 
after an entire conformity to his law, as though my whole fal- 
vation depended thereon: while at the fame time he will not 
fuffer me to depend on any thing but Chrift alone, notwith- 
ftanding a ftrong propenfity to cleave to the covenant of 
works ; but enables me to account all things as lofs and dung 
and filthy rags, in point of juftification ; nor would I for a mil- 
lion of worlds appear before God in the beft performance I ev- 
er did : no, it is in that fpotlefs righteoufnefs, which Chrift has 
wrought out, imputed to me, and in that only, I dare appear 
before God. But he gives me to fee a beauty in holinefs, 
which far exceeds the luftre of all created things. Nor dof 
know what defire means, after any or all the enjoyments of 
time and fenie, compared with thofe ardent longings and pant- 
ings, which he at fometimes excites in my foul, after the enjoy- 
ment of himfelf, and for fanétifying grace. 

(To be continued. ) 
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POETRY. 


TIME and ETERNITY : 
OR, 
The Difference between To-day and To-morrow. 





Reavrr—T hy Charader, whatever it be, is contained in thefe fol- 
lowing lines, as every one of Adam’s race is either a Saint or a Sinner. 
Be entreated then, by one who wifbes you well, :to put this folemn and 
important queftion to yourfelf, which of thefe am 1? Jf you are 
convinced from your own internal experience, and give evidence by 
your external condud in life and converfation, that the charaéier of the 
Saint does not apply to you, How perilous is your fituation ? 
You are taking pleafure in the road to hell ; but remember (awful 
thought) that you may be the very next moment fixed therein 
eternally. Sezing that there is [uch awful wages awaiting Sinners, be 


perfuaded to forfake the paths wherein {elf-deltroyers go. O! be- 


loved, 
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loved, rufh nat on the thick boffes of Frnoran’s wrath, by doing that 
which his foul hateth ; but rather break off your fins by repentance ; 
Jy to a Throne of Grace for mercy to pardon, and grace to help in 
every time of need.—Defpair not—the King of Lfrael is a merciful 
King, he never refufed pardon to any who fought it in reality, nor in- 
deed can he, for he hath promifed it, and he is a God who cannot deny 


himfelf. Delay not, perhaps you fhall never have another offer of 


Chrift made to you, for now is the accepted time, and now is the day 
of falvation.—Dare not lay down this paper without determining 
what to do, life and death are fet before you, choofe which of them you 
will. You may, perhaps, think light of thefe things, nay fcorn and 
laugh at them ; but know, moft affuredly, that if you do, thou wilt be 
called to judgment. _—- 
THE SAINT. 
O-day the Saint with time-things has to do, 
To-morrow joyful bids them all adieu. 
To-day he darkly fees as through a glafs, 
To-morrow views his Jefus face to face. 
To-day corrected by a chaft’ning rod, 
To-morrow folac’d with the fimiles of God. 
To-day he’s burden’d with the weight of fin, 
To-morrow purified from ev’ry ftain. 
To-day he’s watching, fighting, full of fears, 
To-morrow palms of victory he bears. 
To-day he’s perfecuted, jeer’d and fcorn’d, 
To-morrow with a glorious crown adorn’d. 
To-day he feels his wants exceeding great, 
To-morrow he enjoys a large eftate. 
To-day a fuppliant at the mercy-feat, 
0-morrow ca(ts his crown at Jefus’ feet. 
To-day he fighs, he mourns, he looks, he longs, 
To-morrow all his fighs are turn’d to fongs. 
To-day he’s rack’d with pain and fore diltrefs, 
‘To-morrow triumphs in eternal blifs. 
To-day to fow in tears is his employ, 
To-morrow bears his fheaves of heav’nly joy. 
To-day he lives by faith, and leans on hope, 
To-morrow in fruition fwallow’d up. 
To-day with faints on earth he dwells in love, 
‘To-morrow joins the glorious hofts above. 
To-day in feeble ftrains he tunes a fong, 
To-morrow fings with an immortal tongue. 
To-day he gets a tafte of peace and love, 
To-morrow drinks full draughts of blifs above. 
To-day his fweeteft frames may from him fly, 
To-morrow fill’d with joys that never die. 
To-day in God’s commands he loves to run, 


To-morrow hears the plaudit of “ Well done.” To-day 
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To-day he’s on the road to happinefs, 
To-morrow {hall the fame eternally poffefs. 





Then welcome to-morrow, the Chriftian may fay, 
That ends all the forrows and cares of to-day. 


eg 


THE SINNER. 


| O-day the Sinner’s ftate is much admir’d, 
‘To-morrow finds his wretched foul requir’d. 
To-day feeks what to eat, and drink, and wear, 
“To-morrow plung’d in ruin and defpair. 
To-day puts off repenting for his fin, 
To-morrow finds no time to do it in. 

To-day thinks how to pafs the time away, 
To-morrow needs that time to mourn and pray. 
To-day he would be counted rich and great, 
‘To-morrow fees his miferable ftate. | 

To-day he hopes he never fhall be loft, 

- 'To-morrow all his hopes give up the ghoft. 
To-day his confcience fleeps and is fecure, 
To-morrow fhocks him with its dreadful roar. 
To-day his fins are lovely in his fight, 
To-morrow they his wretched foul affright. 
To-day he never thinks of what’s to come, 
To-morrow finds his fad eternal home. ; 
‘To-day his worldly treafure has his heart, 
To-morrow muft with that, and heav’n part. 
To-day he fain would be accounted wife, 
To-morrow is a fool to his furprife. 

To-day the jovial crew is his delight, 
To-morrow ghaftly fiends his foul affright. 
To-day o’er flowing cups his healths are fung, 
To-morrow wants one drop to cool his tongue. 
To-day he flights God’s law and gofpel-call, 
To-morrow has to an{wer for it all. 

To-day the great falvation he rejects, 
To-morrow perifhes for his neglects. 

To-day he flights the children of the King, 

To-morrow fees them fhine and hears them fing. 
To-day he proudly glories in his fhame, 
‘To-morrow is tormented for the fame. 

To-day takes pleafure in the way to hell, - 
To-morrow fix’d therein eternally to dwell. 
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Boaft not of to-morrow, improve well to-day, 


Left that fhould bring forrow when #his flies away. 





